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Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 May 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1 935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 03 Claim(s) 1^38 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 5.6.12 and 13 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-4.7-11. 14-21 and 38 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) ^3 Claim(s) 22-37 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 13 The proposed drawing correction filed on 19 November 2002 is: a)M approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-14 are pending in the present patent application. Applicant has 
amended claims 1 and 8, and cancelled claims 5-6 and 12-13. Applicant added new 
claims 15-38. Examiner acknowledges that the applicant requests reconsideration and 
reexamination of claims 1-4, 7-11 and 14-38, in view of the amendment filed 01 May 
2003. 

Election/Restrictions 

Newly submitted claims directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 



I. Claims 1-4, 7-1 1 , 14-21 and 38, drawn to a method for providing secure 
electronic commerce transactions with multiple merchants, classified in 
class 705, subclass 26. 

II. Claims 22-37, drawn to a vendor server comprising merchant content 
reframing, classified in class 705, subclass 26. 

Inventions II and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such 
as merchant content reframing. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group II is not required for Group I, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 22-37 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 
821.03. 

Drawings 

Substitute drawings were received on 19 November 2002. The Examiner 
accepts these drawings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1-4, 7-11, 14-21 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Fergerson (U.S. Patent No. 5,966,697) in view of Musgrove 

(U.S. Patent No. 6,535,880). 

Referring to claim 1. Fergerson discloses a method equivalent to a method for 
providing secure electronic commerce transactions with multiple merchants (at least 
Abstract and Fig. 1 ) comprising: 
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• Establishing a secure communication link between at least one client computer 
system and a vendor computer system (at least Abstract and Fig. 1); 

• Transmitting transaction information between said client and vendor computer 
systems enabling a user at said client computer system to select and purchase, 
via said vendor computer system, items listed in a merchant computer system by 
one or more merchants (at least column 1 1 , line 36 to column 1 3, line 6); 

• Establishing a secure communication link between a client computer system and 
a vendor computer system (at least Abstract and Fig. 1); 

• Transmitting transaction information between said client and said vendor 
computer systems enabling a user at said client computer system to obtain, via 
said vendor computer system, items listed in a plurality of merchant computer 
systems by a plurality of merchants (at least column 1 1 , line 36 to column 1 3, line 
6); and 

• Monitoring an information exchange between said client computer and said 
plurality of merchant computer systems at said vendor computer system to obtain 
said transaction information (at least Fig. 5, Step 506). 

Fergerson does not expressly disclose: 

• Modifying responses from said merchant computer to said client computer 
system at said vendor computer system to route at least a portion of an 
information exchange through said vendor computer. 

Musgrove discloses: 
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• Modifying responses from said merchant computer to said client computer 
system at said vendor computer system to route at least a portion of an 
information exchange through said vendor computer system (at least column 6, 
line 45 to column 7, line 6). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of Fergerson to have included the 
limitations of Musgrove as discussed above in order to allow shopping at a variety of 
different vendors easily and securely (Fergerson: at least column 2, lines 16-27). 

Referring to claim ? . Fergerson further discloses a method wherein said 
transmitting step further comprises: 

• Generating a purchase order for said items after said user's selection of at least 
one if said items for purchase from said merchant computer system via said 
vendor computer system (at least column 1 1 , line 36 to column 1 3, line 6). 
Referring to claim 3. Fergerson further discloses a method comprising: 

• Obtaining payment from said user (at least column 5, line 3 to column 6, line 1 6 
and column 12, line 45 to column 13, line 6); and 

• Transmitting payment to at least one of said plurality of merchants on behalf of 
said user (at least column 5, line 3 to column 6, line 16 and column 12, line 45 to 
column 13, line 6). 

Referring to claim 4. Fergerson further discloses a method wherein said 
payment is obtained by an operator of said vendor computer system (at least column 5, 
lines15-25). 
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Referrinq to claim 5 . Fergerson further discloses a method wherein said step of 
transmitting transaction information further comprises: 

• Monitoring an information exchange between said client computer system and 
said merchant computer system at said vendor computer system to obtain said 
transaction information (at least column 9, line 28 to column 11, line 35). 
Referrinq to claim 6. Fergerson further discloses a method comprising: 

• Modifying responses from said merchant computer system to said client 
computer system at said vendor computer system to route at least a portion of 
said information exchange through said vendor computer system (at least 
column 9, line 66 to column 10, line 48); and 

. Modifying responses from at least one of said plurality of merchant computer 
systems to said client computer at said vendor computer system to route at least 
a portion of said information exchange through said vendor computer system (at 
least column 9, line 66 to column 10, line 48). 

Referrinq to claim 7 . Fergerson further discloses a method wherein said step of 
transmitting transaction information further comprises: 

• Displaying one or more icons corresponding to said plurality of merchants at said 
client computer for user selection (at least column 12, line 45 to column 13, line 
6); 

• Providing said items listed in said merchant computer system to said user at said 
client computer system via said vendor computer system, upon said user 
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selection of at least one of said one or more icons (at least column 12, line 45 to 
column 13, line 6); 

• Displaying a merchant icon at said merchants at said client computer for user 
selection (at least column 12, line 45 to column 13, line 6); and 

• Upon user selection of said merchant icon, providing the merchant list of items 
from at least one of said plurality of merchant computer systems to said user at 
said client computer via said vendor computer system (at least column 12, line 
45 to column 13, line 6). 

Referring to claim 8. Claim 8 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 1. 

Referring to claim 9 . Claim 9 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 2. 

Referring to claim 10. Fergerson further discloses a method wherein a vendor of 
said vendor computer system forwards payments to said one or more merchants for the 
supplied items on behalf of said user (at least column 1 1 , lines 1 5-26). 

Referring to claim 11. Fergerson further discloses a method wherein said user 
makes payment to said vendor for said supplied items (at least column 2, lines 16-61). 

Referring to claim 12 . Fergerson further discloses a method wherein said vendor 
computer system is further configured to perform the steps of: 

• Monitoring an information exchange between said client computer and said 

plurality of merchant computer systems at said vendor computer system to obtain 

said transaction information (at least column 10, line 49 to column 11, line 35). 
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Referring to claim 13. Claim 1 3 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 7. 

Referring to claim 14. Claim 14 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 7. 

Referring to claim 15 Fergerson in view of Musgrove discloses a method 
according to claims 1 and 8 as indicated supra. Fergerson in view of Musgrove does 
not expressly disclose a method wherein said step of modifying responses occurs 
automatically. It was known at the time of the invention that merely providing an 
automatic means to replace a manual activity which accomplishes the same result is not 
sufficient to distinguish over the prior art, In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 
194 (CCPA 1958). For example, simply automating the step of modifying responses 
gives you just what you would expect from the manual step as shown in Fergerson in 
view of Musgrove. In other words there is no enhancement found in the claimed step. 
The claimed step only provides automating the manual activity. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary still in the art at the time of the invention to automate the 
modifying of responses because this would enable a consumer to shop at a variety of 
different vendors easily and securely (Fergerson: at least column 2, lines 16-26). 

Referring to claim 16. Claim 16 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 1 5. 

Referring to claim 17. Fergerson discloses a vendor computer system having 
computer readable program code embodied therein for implementing a vendor server to 
enable secure electronic commerce between a user at a client computer system and 
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one or more merchant servers, said program code configured to perform at least the 
steps of: 

• Establishing a secure communication link between a client computer system and 
a vendor server (at least Abstract and Fig. 1); and 

• Obtaining merchant content from a merchant server (at least Fig. 2). 
Fergerson does not expressly disclose: 

• Modifying links in said merchant content to redirect said links to said vendor 
server; and 

• Transmitting said merchant content and modified links to said client computer for 
presentation to said user. 

Musgrove discloses 

• Modifying links in said merchant content to redirect said links to said vendor 
server (at least column 6, line 45 to column 7, line 6); and 

• Transmitting said merchant content and modified links to said client computer for 
presentation to said user (at least column 6, line 45 to column 7, line 6). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of Fergerson to have included the 
limitations of Musgrove as discussed above in order to allow shopping at a variety of 
different vendors easily and securely (Fergerson: at least column 2, lines 16-27). 

Referring to claim 18. Fergerson further discloses a vendor computer system 
wherein said step of obtaining said merchant content comprises: 

• Receiving a user request from said client computer system (at least Abstract); 



Application/Control Number. 09/6 16 714 « 

raee 10 

Art Unit: 3625 

• Transmitting said user request to said merchant server (at least Abstract); and 

• Receiving from said merchant server a response comprising said merchant 
content (at least Abstract). 

Referring to claim 19 . Fergerson further discloses a vendor computer system 
wherein said step of receiving said user request comprises identifying said merchant 
server from a plurality of possible merchant servers (at least Fig. 1). 

Referring to claim 70 . Fergerson further disclose a vendor computer system 
wherein said user reguest is an order reguest, and said step of transmitting said user 
reguest to said merchant server comprises inserting user order information into said 
order reguest (at least Abstract). 

Referring to claim?! Fergerson further discloses a vendor computer system 
wherein said user reguest is one of: 

• A search reguest (at least Fig. 3); 

• An order reguest (at least Abstract); and 

• A selection reguest (at least Abstract). 

Referring to claim 38 . Fergerson discloses a vendor server process executed in 
a vendor server computer system, comprising: 

• Means for establishing a secure communication link between a client computer 
system and a vendor server (at least Abstract and Fig. 1); and 

• Means for obtaining merchant content from a merchant server (at least Fig. 1 
and Fig. 2). 

Fergerson does not expressly disclose: 
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• Means for modifying links in said merchant content to redirect said links to said 
vendor server; and 

• Means for transmitting said merchant content and modified links to said client 
computer system for presentation to a user. 

Musgrove discloses: 

• Means for modifying links in said merchant content to redirect said links to said 
vendor server (at least column 6, line 45 to column 7, line 6); and 

• Means for transmitting said merchant content and modified links to said client 
computer system for presentation to a user (at least column 6, line 45 to column 
7, line 6). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of Fergerson to have included the 
limitations of Musgrove as discussed above in order to allow shopping at a variety of 
different vendors easily and securely (Fergerson: at least column 2, lines 16-27). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 7-1 1 and 14 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments filed with respect to claims 15-21 and 38 on 6 May 2003 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Matthew Gart 
whose telephone number is 703-305-5355. This examiner can normally be reached 
Monday-Friday, 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Wynn Coggins can be reached on 703-308-1344. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
746-7239 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final 
. communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

MSG 

May 9, 2003 




